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The Transport Committee’s report on future transport 

considered how the Mayor and TfL are responding to 

technological change in the transport sector. Several areas 

of technological development were considered, including 

connected and autonomous vehicles, drones and app-

based services such as dockless cycle hire. 

 

 

Media coverage 

 

The report received good media coverage, with both 

national and local press articles on the report and 

broadcast coverage. Broadcast coverage included news 

items on London Live news (television) and LBC 1152AM 

(radio).  

 

The Independent reported on the launch, focusing on London’s preparedness. The Evening 

Standard covered the report in two articles focusing on autonomous buses and drones. City 

AM focused on dockless bikes, with a further article referring to the data-sharing 

recommendation.  

 

There was further coverage on This is Money, Bloomberg, the Robotics Business Review, 

TechSite, Transport Xtra and other trade publications. 

 

 

Launch event 

 

The Committee held a successful launch event for the report at City Hall. This featured 

speakers from Transport for London, Starship Technologies, the Society of Motor 

Manufacturers and Traders and the University of Oxford. 

 

The report was very well-received at the event, which was over-subscribed. Feedback from 

Dr Debbie Hopkins of the University of Oxford was that the report was one of the few recent 

reports on transport technology that engaged critically with the topic. 

 

Appendix 2 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/london-robot-taxis-drone-deliveries-warning-self-driving-cabs-buses-a8208591.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/major-new-report-tells-tfl-to-start-preparing-for-use-of-driverless-buses-in-london-a3765421.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/comment/comment/you-won-t-catch-me-using-a-drone-to-get-to-work-a3767526.html
http://www.cityam.com/280515/tfl-told-look-into-london-licensing-regime-dockless-cycle
http://www.cityam.com/280683/transport-london-crackdown-uber-and-private-hire-phv
http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/cars/article-5390721/New-report-says-London-isnt-ready-autonomous-cars.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-02-13/london-not-ready-for-driverless-cars-before-2030s-report-says
https://www.roboticsbusinessreview.com/ai/robotics-geopolitics-ai-policy-balancing-robots-and-jobs-a-global-challenge/
http://www.techsite.io/p/778773
https://www.transportxtra.com/publications/local-transport-today/news/56088/tfl-must-up-its-game-on-new-mobility-systems--assembly
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Keith Prince AM introducing the report at the launch event. 

 

 

Response to recommendations 

The Mayor and Transport for London provided their joint response to the report’s 

recommendations in May. This is summarised in the table below. 

 Recommendation summary Progress Response summary 

1 TfL should establish an advisory 
panel to oversee the work of its 
Transport Innovation unit, with 
regular updates to the TfL Board. 
   

TfL will not set up an advisory panel or 
make any changes to how the Board is 
updated on technological 
developments. 

2 TfL should update the car club 
strategy to take into account the 
potential use of Connected and 
Autonomous Vehicles (CAVs). 

  

TfL will not update the car club 
strategy. TfL will however consider the 
potential impact of CAVs on car clubs 
in line with proposals made in the 
Mayor's Transport Strategy. 

3 TfL should review the potential 
impact of the development on 
autonomous bus technology on 
London, including on bus staffing. 
   

TfL will not review this as fully 
autonomous buses are not being 
considered on the bus network. 

4 TfL and boroughs should consider 
whether to introduce a London-
wide licensing scheme for 
dockless cycle hire services. 
 

  

TfL is not considering a London-wide 
licensing scheme. 
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5 TfL should engage with the 
Government, boroughs and 
operators to develop the  
principles for a new regulatory 
regime for demand-responsive 
bus services. 

  

TfL is reviewing the London Service 
Permit statutory guidance to enable 
more scope to regulate these services 
within the current legislative 
framework. Revised guidance should 
be released in December 2018 after 
consultation. 

6 TfL should require apps powered 
by TfL data to enter reciprocal 
data-sharing agreements with 
TfL. 

  

TfL is exploring how it can establish 
more data partnerships in order to 
receive appropriate data and statistics 
back from those developers who 
consume its services. There is no 
indication TfL will make this a 
requirement. 

7 The Mayor and TfL should seek to 
understand the likely scale and 
impact of commercial drone use 
in London, and produce new 
projections for future drone use 
in London. 

  

TfL is leading a drones task force as 
part of the Nesta High Flying 
Challenge, to understand the risks, 
concerns and opportunities of this 
area. There is no indication that TfL 
will produce new projections for 
drone use. 

8 The Mayor and TfL should 
proactively engage in discussions 
with the Government about the 
future control system for drones 
in London. TfL’s aim should be to 
agree a common set of principles 
for a new control system, 
including the necessity for new 
TfL powers in this area. 
   

TfL will provide evidence from the 
Nesta task force in response to the 
Drone (Regulation) Bill. TfL will also 
join British Standards Institute 
committee responsible for the 
development and implementation of 
British Standards for Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (drones). 

 


